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Watchdog Group Slams Attorney General, Calls Investigation “Political Theater” 
 
Hershey, PA (October 8, 2010). Protect The Hersheys’ Children, Inc. (PHC), a nonpartisan watchdog group seeking reform of 
the Hershey Trust, reacted sharply today to an announcement that Attorney General Tom Corbett was investigating the 
troubled charity. The Hershey Trust is a $7.3 billion residential childcare charity that has been plagued by management 
problems, board member self-enrichment, and questionable policy decisions. Most recently, the charity has been in the news 
after discovery that its board used $17 million of childcare money to purchase and renovate an insolvent luxury golf course 
with an appraised value of $4 million and another $7.5 million to purchase Pumpkin World, a roadside market. 
 
The Attorney General has oversight responsibility for the charity. According to PHC, AG Corbett failed to investigate six years 
of complaints brought by the group, including ones related to purchase of the golf course. The chairman of the charity’s 
board, former two-term Attorney General LeRoy Zimmerman, is a close political ally of Corbett. Other prominent 
Republicans, including former Governor Tom Ridge, have also been appointed to lucrative board positions at companies 
controlled by the Hershey Trust. 
 
Last week, after Pennsylvania media raised the golf course issue, Corbett announced an investigation of the charity. Corbett is 
seeking the Pennsylvania governorship and his announcement comes one month before the general election.  
 
Says PHC, “A month ago, the Attorney General issued a public statement belittling our concerns and calling PHC’s allegations 
‘nothing new,’ just as he has done for six straight years. Now he claims that he was actually investigating at the time and asks 
us to believe that the timing of his ‘investigation’ has nothing to do with his election bid. This is political theater at its most 
absurd. We hope that Pennsylvania voters, Republican and Democrat alike, will see through this flimsy ruse.”  
 
Protect The Hersheys’ Children, Inc. is a not-for-profit corporation dedicated to the well-being of Milton Hershey School (MHS) 
students; i.e., the children and sole lawful heirs of Milton & Catherine Hershey. 

 
### 

mailto:info@protecthersheychildren.org
http://www.protecthersheychildren.org/

